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This study is also hoped to benefit postgraduates of other faculties in UTM
and postgraduates in other higher learning institutions. Although there are significant
differences in the context of student group, yet, this study can be a new approach to a
student in the aspect of self-concept. This more or less helps students to work out in
improving academic performance. Ifnot, it is hoped that this study provides a chance

for students to understand themselves better.

Another purpose of carrying out this study is also to supply other researchers
with a guide to conduct similar researches in other settings so that the above
beneficiaries get more information on academic self-concept and academic
achievement motivation. With the findings of this research also prospective
researchers may widen their scope in their study to obtain more accurate date

regarding this research topic.

This study provides a chance for the researcher to experience and be exposed
to a research study project. The researcher will also obtain all kinds of knowledge
about academic self-concept and academic achievement motivation, and hopes to
help others in improving their academic self-concept and academic achievement

motivation, since it is an important factor that affects academic performance.

This study will also create awareness among members of the society. Bums
(1979) mentioned that until 1950, many researchers only place their attention on
variables that influence academic performance, which include 1Q, social status,
demographic background and so on. Ebuka believe factors that can influence
academic performance include socio-demographic characteristics, past academic
performance, socio-economic status, environment, psychological factors and study
skills. In fact, in the actual situation, these variables could only explain some parts of
influence in academic performance. Therefore, through this study, it is hoped that
members of the society such as parents, educators, administrator of the education
industry and others are aware ofthe importance of the self-concept factor and place

more attention to it. Although this factor looks intrinsic, it also plays an important



role in explaining and showing significant differences towards academic

achievement.

1.7 Theoretical Framework

Marsh’s Academic

Figure 1.1: The Relations of Academic Self-Concept, Academic Achievement

Motivation and Academic Performance

Academic self-concept, a more general sense of how well one does in school,
and related traits correlate with, if not directly influence, academic performance
(Moulton, Brown & Lent, 1991). Research evidences have clearly shown a persistent
and significant relationship between the self-concept and academic achievement
(Byrne, 1996; Cockley, 2003; Cockley et al., 2001; Harter, 1982; Hattie, 1992;
Marsh, 1990; 1992; Purkey, 1970, Reynolds et al., 1980). Academic self-concept has
been strongly linked to academic achievement (Marsh, 1990). A higher academic
self-concept has been associated with greater academic achievement among students

(Marsh, 1990).





