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Abstract: The widespread use of artificial intelligence (AI) in civil engineering has provided civil
engineers with various benefits and opportunities, including a rich data collection, sustainable as-
sessment, and productivity. The trend of construction is diverted toward sustainability with the
aid of digital technologies. In this regard, this paper presents a systematic literature review (SLR)
in order to explore the influence of AI in civil engineering toward sustainable development. In
addition, SLR was carried out by using academic publications from Scopus (i.e., 3478 publications).
Furthermore, screening is carried out, and eventually, 105 research publications in the field of AI were
selected. Keywords were searched through Boolean operation “Artificial Intelligence” OR “Machine
intelligence” OR “Machine Learning” OR “Computational intelligence” OR “Computer vision” OR
“Expert systems” OR “Neural networks” AND “Civil Engineering” OR “Construction Engineering”
OR “Sustainable Development” OR “Sustainability”. According to the findings, it was revealed that
the trend of publications received its high intention of researchers in 2020, the most important contri-
bution of publications on AI toward sustainability by the Automation in Construction, the United States
has the major influence among all the other countries, the main features of civil engineering toward
sustainability are interconnectivity, functionality, unpredictability, and individuality. This research
adds to the body of knowledge in civil engineering by visualizing and comprehending trends and
patterns, as well as defining major research goals, journals, and countries. In addition, a theoretical
framework has been proposed in light of the results for prospective researchers and cholars.

Keywords: artificial intelligence; sustainable development; construction; civil engineering; machine
learning; construction engineering

1. Introduction

Artificial intelligence (AI) is playing a critical role in civil engineering in the direc-
tion of digitalization and intelligence, allowing for substantial increases in automation,
performance, and reliability, as well as establishing an active connection between physi-
cal and digital construction [1,2]. As a large economic sector, construction can influence
national growth and development as well as help long-term growth [3]. According to
a McKinsey Global Institute survey conducted in 2017, the global construction industry
accounts for roughly 13% of global GDP, with that amount projected to rise to 15% by
2020 [4]. Furthermore, governments around the world, as well as the world’s technology
leaders, are putting more effort into the implementation of AI in order to gain a competitive
advantage [5]. For example, the U.K. government recently signed an agreement to put
the country at the forefront of the AI industry by investing an additional €1.8 billion to
make the country more creative and innovative [6,7]. Similarly, France intends to spend
€1.5 billion on AI science. First, such investments provide advanced economies with a
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competitive advantage at the national level; however, they can have a negative effect on
the globalization of production and services [8,9]. In the current scenario, industrialized
economies outsource resources, such as call centers and manufacturing, to developing
economies due to cost advantages [10]. Companies that fully use the capabilities of AI, on
the other hand, will no longer have to consider outsourcing costs or living wages [11,12].
Furthermore, rising overhead costs would limit or eliminate the outsourcing of services
and output in the developing market, bringing services in-house. This change could result
in a reduction in product prices and other company expenditures [13–16].

AI can be described as a distributed, statistical, and symbolic technique that focuses
on simulating human functions before moving on to empathy and is making an effort to
mimic acceptable communication and focuses on cognitive tasks before moving into the
domain of previous approaches, such as deciding analytical ones, and devotes prior effort
to modeling [17,18]. In addition, there are three levels of AI, as follows: (a) artificial narrow
intelligence (ANI), in which machines only perform one mission, and thus are capable of
making decisions on that one aspect of their environment, (b) artificial general intelligence
(AGI), the categories of “AGI”, which are also known as “powerful AI”, “human-level AI”,
and “real synthetic intelligence” are computers that can find and comprehend the way,
think abstractly, plan, figure out problems, learn quickly, and acquire experience quickly.
Technologically, economically, or environmentally efficient vehicles and (c) artificial super
intelligence (ASI), an intelligence that is far superior to the best human brain in all areas,
including scientific ingenuity, general knowledge, and social skills [19–22].

Despite the fact that emerging innovations are opening up new avenues for com-
munity participation and governance, cities are still a long way from being genuinely
smart and sustainable due to issues of disengagement and exclusivity [23,24]. Despite
technological advancements (particularly in computer vision, robotics, and speech recogni-
tion), scientists, executives, and government officials have recently expressed concern that
AI might endanger the livelihoods and capabilities of businesspeople, automate military
operations, and potentially undermine the latter’s pride in human superiority [25,26]. The
world is entering a new period of sustainable growth, in which nations must work together
to solve the most intractable issues such as persistent global poverty, social exclusion, eco-
nomic inequality, poor governance, and environmental degradation [27,28]. AI is rapidly
opening up a new frontier in the disciplines of sustainable development as a result of
the employment of machines and robotics with deep learning capabilities. Deep learning
skills have both disrupted and enabled governments and society [17]. They also have
an impact on broader global sustainability trends. As AI affects our society, it has the
potential to usher in a constructive future in which people cohabit peacefully with robots.
More immediately, AI can help us make better progress toward the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and push us even further toward sustainability
goals [29].

A collection of ideas for understanding and caring for long-term prosperity, in addition
to economic growth, with a focus on social security and environmental sustainability [30].
Much research has been conducted on the rise of AI from the beginning of the modern
era to the present [31–34]. Throughout the 2000s, with their increasing contributions to AI
exploration in the world of concepts, the media and academic journals added AI to a vast
body of data, information, and solutions to problems in fields all over the world [35–37]. In
addition, AI can use sophisticated algorithms to learn from big data and then apply what
it has learned to help the construction industry [38]. Furthermore, AI offers numerous
opportunities for substantial efficiency gains by analyzing large amounts of data rapidly
and accurately [39]. Furthermore, AI systems and technologies can deal with complex,
nonlinear functional problems and, once educated, can make predictions and generaliza-
tions at a high rate in digital construction [40,41]. AI has sparked significant interest in
a wide variety of areas, including computer science, mechanical engineering, and civil
engineering, attracting the attention of researchers [42,43].
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Some reviews on this subject have been published as a result of the rapid growth of AI
applications in civil engineering [44–47]. However, the majority of them only emphasize
the importance of AI in a particular subfield, such as structural engineering [48], building
information modeling (BIM) [49], automated construction manufacturing [50], computer vi-
sion [51], and others. Furthermore, Darko et al. [52] used scientometric analysis to perform
a study on AI in the architecture, engineering, and construction (AEC) industry in order to
increase awareness of AI in AEC. However, it does not include a thorough introduction to
AI techniques and realistic AI applications in civil engineering. Yan et al. [53] conducted a
literature review focusing on data mining in the construction industry. Data mining, on
the other hand, is a subset of AI that is used to automatically process data and extract
valuable insights. A bibliometric analysis of AI engineering applications was recently
carried out [54]. However, their research is limited to only one journal’s publications and
provides a summary of previous work without offering directions for future work.

Therefore, the objectives of this study are:

1. What is the annual publications trend of AI in civil engineering toward sustainable
development from 1995 to 2021 (April)?

2. What are the leading journals’ contributions in the direction of AI in civil engineering
toward sustainable development?

3. Investigating the countries where the AI-related studies were performed in the do-
main of civil engineering and establishing a comparison between developed and
developing countries in terms of sustainable development;

4. What are the civil engineering activities, features of civil engineering, and sustainable
assessment toward development?

5. What are the future directions recommended on the basis of this study analysis?

In order to overcome this research gap, a systematic literature review (SLR) was
used to seek responses to these questions for the benefit of academia and industry. It is
anticipated that the answers to these questions would give rise to contributing knowledge
in literature.

2. Research Methodology

A SLR was carried out through a systemic analysis to achieve the objectives suggested
in the introduction of this paper. This approach has been chosen to reduce the risk of
errors and make reliability possible [55]. The evaluation was conducted in five stages in
accordance with the guidelines of Tranfield et al. [56] and Moher et al. [57], also known as
PRISMA statement (i) selection of objectives; (ii) selection of databases; (iii) identification
of the keywords; (iv) compatible papers selection; and (v) extraction of data.

Regarding the (i) objective, this study is to explore the influence of AI in civil en-
gineering toward sustainable development as well as civil engineering awareness, civil
engineering activities, features of civil engineering, and sustainable assessment. As to
(ii) database selection, the authors decided to search within the “Scopus” database. The
reason for using the Scopus database is that scientific journal papers are collected more
widely than other databases. (iii) keywords were searched through Boolean operation
“Artificial Intelligence” OR “Machine intelligence” OR “Machine Learning” OR “Computa-
tional intelligence” OR “Computer vision” OR “Expert systems” OR “Neural networks”
AND “Civil Engineering” OR “Construction Engineering” OR “Sustainable Development”
OR “Sustainability”. The first search provided the result of 3478 Scopus papers. (iv) the
selection process began, and documents were omitted other than engineering, for example,
in connection with medicine, agriculture. Moreover, the papers related to publishing in
conferences were also omitted because the conferences papers were not gone through the
peer-review process. The number had now been reduced to 320 Scopus documents. Now,
another screening process was conducted by evaluating the suitable title and abstract. The
final outcome was 105. Afterward, (v) data extraction was subsequently performed. The
detailed theme of research methodology is shown in Figure 1.
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3. Results and Discussion

The follow-up section explores in detail the annual publications trend of AI in civil
engineering toward sustainable development, contributions of leading journals in terms
of AI in civil engineering toward sustainable development, geospatial distribution, and
comparison between developed and developing countries, civil engineering activities
toward sustainability, features of civil engineering toward sustainability, AI, and sustainable
assessment in order to fulfill the objectives of this study.

3.1. Annual Publications Trend of AI in Civil Engineering toward Sustainable Development

The study included 105 publications spanning the years 1995 to 2021(April). It was
revealed that the trend of publications received its high intention of researchers in 2020.
However, in 2021 (April), the number of publications was 22 in the domain of AI in
civil engineering, and this number is expected to increase because the currently included
publications were from January–April (2021). The detailed image is depicted in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Annual publication trend of AI in civil engineering toward sustainable development.

3.2. Contributions of Leading Journals in Terms of AI in Civil Engineering toward
Sustainable Development

Numerous studies emphasize and expound on the significance of conducting research
in any field that involves the analysis of academic journals [58–60]. Such information can
be useful to scholars in their search for knowledge tools, as well as to readers, who can then
assist them in determining which journals are appropriate for publishing works related
to AI in civil engineering [61,62]. It was revealed that the contribution of Automation in
Construction (61%) was the greatest achievement, followed by Advances in Civil Engineering
(10%), Buildings (10%), Journal of Building Engineering (6%), Energy and Buildings (3%), and
International Journal of Civil Engineering (2%), with the remaining journals contributing 1%
equally. The detailed picture is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Contribution of journals toward sustainable development.

Research Articles No. of Articles Percentage

Automation in Construction 60 57%

Advances in Civil Engineering 11 10%

Buildings 11 10%

Journal of Building Engineering 7 7%

Energy and Buildings 3 3%

International Journal of Civil Engineering 2 2%

Arabian Journal for Science and Engineering 1 1%

International Journal of Design Sciences and Technology 1 1%

Journal of Architectural Engineering 1 1%

Journal of Engineering Mechanics 1 1%

Journal of Engineering Science and Technology Review 1 1%

Journal of Engineering, Design and Technology 1 1%

Journal of Infrastructure Systems 1 1%

KSCE Journal of Civil Engineering 1 1%

Malaysian Construction Research Journal 1 1%

Open Civil Engineering Journal 1 1%

Structures 1 1%
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3.3. Geospatial Distribution and Comparison between Developed and Developing Countries

The United States was the most influential in terms of publications, followed by
China, the United Kingdom, Singapore, Australia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, South
Korea, Denmark, and Malaysia. However, developed countries (the United States, the
United Kingdom, Singapore, Australia, the United Arab Emirates, South Korea, and
Denmark) had significantly more impact on publications related to AI in civil engineering
than developing countries (China and Malaysia). It is recommended to collaborate with
developed countries to share ideas and works that will help to increase the shortage of
publications in developing countries. Figure 3 depicts a more detailed picture.

Appl. Syst. Innov. 2021, 4, x FOR PEER REVIEW 6 of 18 
 

 

Journal of Infrastructure Systems 1 1% 
KSCE Journal of Civil Engineering 1 1% 
Malaysian Construction Research 

Journal 1 1% 

Open Civil Engineering Journal 1 1% 
Structures 1 1% 

3.3. Geospatial Distribution and Comparison between Developed and Developing Countries 
The United States was the most influential in terms of publications, followed by 

China, the United Kingdom, Singapore, Australia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, South 
Korea, Denmark, and Malaysia. However, developed countries (the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Singapore, Australia, the United Arab Emirates, South Korea, and Den-
mark) had significantly more impact on publications related to AI in civil engineering 
than developing countries (China and Malaysia). It is recommended to collaborate with 
developed countries to share ideas and works that will help to increase the shortage of 
publications in developing countries. Figure 3 depicts a more detailed picture. 

 
Figure 3. Geospatial distribution of research publications. 

3.4. Civil Engineering Activities toward Sustainability 
Civil engineering activities have an effect on construction during the project’s life 

cycle. These impacts occur during the construction process, operating process, and final 
demolition as a construct reaches the end of its lifespan. 

3.4.1. During Construction Process 
To ensure a smooth construction phase, comprehensive plans of the project creation 

related to resources, schedule, cost, and others must be secured prior to the construction 
process [63,64]. There is a need to develop well-documented strategies that include cost 
reduction, duration, and scheduling of the realistic process. A suitable example is how a 
graphical representation of the building structures and systems will provide a complete 
overview during the construction process [65,66]. To ensure the effectiveness of these ef-
forts, a comprehensive, flexible technique that serves as a framework for improvement 
activities is essential. This organized strategy was created as a consequence of the 
knowledge and experience gained from executing various sorts of improvement opera-
tions on numerous construction sites over the last six years. All of these measures have 

Figure 3. Geospatial distribution of research publications.

3.4. Civil Engineering Activities toward Sustainability

Civil engineering activities have an effect on construction during the project’s life
cycle. These impacts occur during the construction process, operating process, and final
demolition as a construct reaches the end of its lifespan.

3.4.1. During Construction Process

To ensure a smooth construction phase, comprehensive plans of the project creation
related to resources, schedule, cost, and others must be secured prior to the construction
process [63,64]. There is a need to develop well-documented strategies that include cost
reduction, duration, and scheduling of the realistic process. A suitable example is how a
graphical representation of the building structures and systems will provide a complete
overview during the construction process [65,66]. To ensure the effectiveness of these efforts,
a comprehensive, flexible technique that serves as a framework for improvement activities
is essential. This organized strategy was created as a consequence of the knowledge and
experience gained from executing various sorts of improvement operations on numerous
construction sites over the last six years. All of these measures have been designed to
improve the construction industry’s performance by decreasing waste and eliminating
non-value-added activities from the building process [67].

3.4.2. Operating Process

The project will have entered a new phase when construction is completed, known as
operation, and the construction team will begin the operation process when this project
is up and running [68,69]. The operating method not only helps to operate and maintain
a constructed building while also maintaining the safety [70] and comfort of users, but
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it also performs the expected functions during its life cycle [71]. To begin, maintaining a
clear service flow of day-to-day operations helps track the facility’s hazard and keep it safe
while lowering the facility risk by ensuring that the systems work efficiently and that the
number of failed operations is kept to a minimum [72,73].

3.4.3. Demolition Process

A building may be demolished using various methods or techniques, including (a)
blast, (b) wrecking balls, (c) hydraulic crushers and pulverizers, and (d) the top-down
process. The method of demolition chosen is determined by the project requirements, site
limitations, and equipment availability [74,75]. Demolition sites are typically located in
congested areas where space for large machinery such as cranes is often restricted [76].
As a result, the first three demolition methods are typically unsuitable for the majority
of demolition projects, and the top-down approach is the most widely used demolition
method [77,78].

3.5. Features of Civil Engineering toward Sustainability

The key features of civil engineering consist of interconnectivity, functionality, unpre-
dictability, and individuality.

3.5.1. Interconnectivity

The interconnectivity of construction projects is most often created from the amount of
work and the work combined with the degree of engagement of participation needed for the
project [79,80]. Furthermore, in the construction industry, multiple workers are allocated,
all of the uniform density and interconnected, which means that complex scheduling can
be a problem [81,82]. The operation process should take a variety of elements into account,
such as security, weather, operating hours, and time limit, and in order to deliver successful
results smoothly, operations should be designed to take into consideration [83,84]. Fur-
thermore, AI contributes to the automation of critical but time-consuming and repetitive
operations, allowing humans to concentrate their time and energy on higher-value work
activities. As a result, AI reveals insights that would otherwise be concealed in massive
volumes of huge data sets that previously required human management and analysis, such
as data generated by videos and images, as well as written reports and business papers,
social media posts, and e-mail communications.

3.5.2. Functionality

The initial scope and end results of projects are decided upon when they are estab-
lished. If there are delays, however, the original end-goals become hazy. Changes or
circumstances that occur during the lifespan of projects create a variety of needs or for
a variety of reasons [85,86]. Any shifts in size, such as expansions or decreases, must be
accompanied by similar changes in the schedule and budget of the project in order for all
aspects of the project’s dynamic reality to remain in balance [87,88]. The development of
automated environmental sustainability studies of products and regions, as well as the opti-
mization of energy use and distribution, is underway. Robotic vehicles that optimize routes
and driving styles to reduce carbon emissions are also being developed. While static envi-
ronmental benefits are determined by the construction, manufacture, and transportation
prior to purchase, autonomous environmental objectives are provided from post-purchase
autonomous interactions between an AI-enhanced product and its environment, which
include knowledge and decision-making, and are determined by the design, production,
and distribution of products prior to purchase. A domestic robot, for example, may clean
the house and its surroundings autonomously using tools and gadgets that it purchases
and collects on its own timetable [89,90].
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3.5.3. Unpredictability

In most cases, unknown risks must be detected before they manifest, which means
they will invariably jeopardize the overall performance of the project. Notably, complex
construction projects have a high degree of unpredictability, which is closely related to a
number of variables [91,92]. Furthermore, forecasting and preparation must be carried out
prior to construction under considerable uncertainty; specifically, determining the dates,
times, and costs are often subject to change [93,94]. Some questions about the architecture
design remain unanswered, such as if it can pass audits, if clients are happy with it, and
so on. In addition, potential risks may be reduced if uncertainties are recognized and
evaluated early on, raising the likelihood of a successful construction project [95–97].

3.5.4. Individuality

Construction projects vary from one another due to variations in client specifications,
project size, environments, influences, and constraints, which increases the complexity of
project management [98]. When applied to a new project, repeating the schedule, design
scheme, finance, and strategy is insufficient; therefore, there is no point in taking the
first project’s budget and plans and attempting to implement them on the new one [99].
Furthermore, designers, architects, contractors, and service providers are essential in
any project since a product or service can only be designed with design work and a
prototype [100,101]. It means that each project is carried out by a distinct group of people,
and each group has its own set of characteristics, such as ability, knowledge, experience,
and communication skills [102].

3.6. AI and Sustainable Assessment

With the current popularity of AI, the widespread availability of sensors, the advent of
big data, the growth of e-commerce, the rise of the information culture, the interconnection
and convergence of data, knowledge with society, physical space and cyberspace have
fundamentally altered the information climate for AI development, ushering in a new
evolutionary process [103–106]. New technologies have also permitted the emergence
of a new form of AI. These key features include the advent of data-driven perception,
Internet-mediated group intelligence, and technology-based human-machine hybrids for
reinforcement learning, which both agree on the prediction of what human and media data
will support and where each other converge [107–109].

People comprehend with their nervous systems and respond with their bodies. This
is useful in explaining AI, which is based on cognitive computation and follows a different
design paradigm than that which incorporates human cognition, emotional reasoning,
and realistic judgment [110,111]. This new age of AI opens the door to a multitude of
civil engineering applications in daily life, enabling the construction industry to diversify
its goods and products while also using AI to enter uncharted territories for long-term
growth [112]. Though impressive, these technologies are highly customized to specific
tasks. Each application usually necessitates years of advanced study and thoughtful,
one-of-a-kind sustainable construction [113,114].

New information and communication technology can be used to usher in new meth-
ods to promote sustainable growth, such as AI and robotics, which includes product design,
production, management, testing, and integration of systems in new ways of the entire
lifecycle [115–118]. In addition, sensor connectivity, understanding, thinking, perception,
control, material, and environmental awareness, as well as human reasoning, must oc-
cur during the manufacturing life cycle. Human-machine communication is required,
life cycle decisions must be taken, and machine and data analysis and controls must be
enforced [119–121]. It is recommended that with application technology, the level and
capability of infrastructure construction, single applications, synergy applications, and
business growth must be evaluated. The incorporation of AI into sustainable products
represents an opportunity to improve these products’ environmental sustainability and,
as a result, increase consumers’ purchasing intentions while also appealing to new con-
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sumer segments who are not attracted to conventional environmental sustainability in
the traditional sense. As a result, AI-enabled environmental sustainability can help firms
build new competitive advantages and sell their products more effectively to consumers.
Simultaneously, the effectiveness of a product varies based on the type of user and the
product. When compared to traditional environmental sustainability, AI-based environ-
mental sustainability has the potential to attract more consumers. This may enable firms
to employ environmental sustainability to more broadly engage consumers across social
boundaries, resulting in increased sales while improving the environment.

In the field of civil engineering, the value of AI is extremely great. However, the value
of AI toward water resource management and sustainability is discussed here.

3.6.1. Value of AI toward Water Resource Management

Water is essential for human survival. Thousands of years of human settlement and
improvement decisions have been inextricably related to a reliable supply of safe and
nutritious water [122,123]. One-third of the world’s water is used in irrigation, with the
remainder used for drinking and domestic purposes. Cities and societies all over the world
work on a staggering amount of freshwater, processed water, and wastewater every day
to meet the needs of human society [124,125]. Water must be treated and transported in
accordance with hygiene and health standards to ensure that its material and properties
meet the specifications of end-users [126,127]. Since artificial intelligence now enables
managers to perform two things for water utility management: first, combine long-term
growth projections with existing facilities and systems to anticipate future supply, and
second, invest in new infrastructure based on results [128]. In general, the results of AI
are only as useful as the data fed into it, and the performance generated by it is only as
fully interpreted as the intentions of the organization that has it. As with all AI, as AI asks
the questions and offers the answers, humans lose some of the information gained from
solving the problems themselves [129–131]. The overall issue may be more visible, but it
is not required for any particular answer to be given now. Solutions to other problems
already perform several times better than human interaction, where things have a plurality
of solutions, the tipping point moves from human interaction to automated responses.

3.6.2. Value of AI toward Sustainability

As discussions, conversations, awareness, and campaigns have expanded over the
years, and new and emerging technologies, such as AI, have entered the civil engineering
market, the emphasis has shifted away from the environment and toward AI [132,133].
Though pushing the limits of human creativity, several organizations, including Microsoft,
Google, and Tesla, have made significant efforts to create “earth-friendly” AI systems [134].
Other cases have shown that it is possible, such as Google’s own DeepMind AI assisting
the organization in reducing data center energy usage by 40% while also lowering overall
(greenhouse gas emission) GHG emissions. Advancing AI architecture has added 3% to
global energy demand through data centers and has also led to ensuring sustainable energy
access for people living in rural and off-grid areas while also being active in micro grids and
exploring ways to integrate renewable resources [135–137]. Furthermore, in cities, AI can be
used to track and control the use of electrical power distribution, with artificial grids being
used to generate less electricity, making them less unreliable [138]. It is the responsibility of
researchers and scientists to ensure that the data collected from AI systems are completely
transparent, unbiased, reliable, and credible [139]. Greater demand for automation, as well
as more stringent environmental requirements and phenomena, is accompanied by rising
demand for technologies with higher levels of analysis and study-driven precision, which
necessitates increased investment in R&D, development, both in multinationals and in
education and government, in the latter sectors.
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4. Summary of Findings

A brief summary of results is discussed in the domain of civil engineering sub-fields.
It can be seen that AI has had a major effect and made impressive advances in all sub-fields
of civil engineering. The details are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Summary of findings of AI in civil engineering.

Sr No. Applications of AI Structure
Engineering

Construction
Engineering and

Management

Transportation
Engineering

Hydraulic
Engineering

Geotechnical
Engineering

1 Developing model of steel structure using AI and
machine learning tools X

2 Nano-material with an artificial carbonate can be used in
nano-crystalline crystals X

3 Artificial neural network X

4 To ensure irrigation and application of pesticides and
herbicides are applied more effectively X

5 Slope stability X

6 Optimization of water demand forecasting X

7 AI focused on edge computing irrigation systems X

8 Deep neural assessment of friction angle clay X

9 Forecasting daily lake level X

10 Bio-inspired computational intelligence X

11 Innovation management and machine learning approach X

12 Forecasting to monthly discharge time series X

13 Pile foundation machine learning approach X

14 AI approaches for management risk assessment X

15 Multivariate transportation problem and its
implementation X

16 Vehicle traffic load prediction X

17 Analysis and design of sustainable structures X

18 Neural network approaches for cost estimation X

19 Multi-agent system for traffic X

20 Structural health monitoring X

21 Investigating the soil properties X

5. Theoretical Framework and Future Directions

The overview of results serves as the foundation for the conceptual framework. It has
been discovered that AI has a tremendous effect on construction activities such as computer
vision, robotic construction, electronic augmentation, machine learning, digitalization, col-
laboration, and synchronization. While civil engineering includes several sub-fields such
as structural engineering, construction engineering and management, transportation engi-
neering, hydraulic engineering, geotechnical engineering, and environmental engineering,
the role of AI in digitalization cannot be overstated. Machine learning techniques, in coor-
dination with remote cameras and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), provide promising
non-contact solutions to civil infrastructure condition assessment in structural engineering.

Furthermore, in the transportation field, computer vision-based condition manage-
ment techniques are used on railway networks. These approaches may be used to obtain
data from computers for the purpose of tracking rail conditions [140]. The use of AI in the
modeling of semi-arid area infiltration is important in hydraulic engineering. Infiltration is
vital to stream flow, groundwater recharge, subsurface flow, and the quality and quantity
of surface and subsurface water. In addition, landslides and slope failures are serious issues
because they can result in the loss of life and property [141]. As a result, slope stability
analysis is one of the most critical geotechnical engineering issues. Slope failures, like most
geotechnical problems, are complex. The slope stability research had evolved in tandem
with advances in computational geotechnical engineering [142,143]. Furthermore, rein-
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forcement learning is a broad class of optimum control systems that increase performance
in a highly dynamic, stochastic environment by estimating value functions obtained from
experience, modeling, or search. The interactive environment promotes reinforcement
learning, resulting in greater learning ability and adaptability. Because reinforcement
learning does not need the use of a system dynamics model, it is a potential choice for
ensuring long-term sustainability. The use of reinforcement learning in sustainability is
certain to change the old way of energy use, and the system will gain intelligence.

Similarly, the rise of AI is expected to have an effect on global competitiveness,
environmental assessment techniques, and long-term sustainability [144]. AI will produce
data for more intelligent intervention targeting, minimize waste and losses in production
and use, build new technologies that will change whole industries and careers, provide
the requisite improvements in communication and cost savings, and bring the benefits of
the rapid pace of technological growth to many people around the world. Furthermore,
this theoretical framework laid a foundation for future researchers, policymakers, and
practitioners to explore the limitations in future research. Figure 4 shows the findings and
future directions in the theoretical framework. Furthermore, a recent study conducted
by AlArjani et al. [145] built the framework for Saudi Arabia’s sustainable development
goals. It has made significant contributions to the body of knowledge by concentrating
and spending greater resources on alternative energy sources such as solar, wind, biomass,
and nuclear energy. In comparison to the current study, greater attention is placed on AI in
civil engineering by emphasizing publishing trends, journal contributions, and aspects of
civil engineering toward sustainability.
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6. Conclusions and Limitations

It was found that the pattern of publications in the domain of AI in civil engineering
was received high attention in 2020. Furthermore, Automation in construction had played a
significant role in AI-related publication works. However, it was discovered that developed
countries paid more attention to AI research than developing countries. The contributions
of this review are (i) to have a fundamental understanding of civil engineering and to
demonstrate the possible importance of AI in supporting and enhancing construction work
(ii) to discuss the influence of AI and sustainable assessment, which provides substantial
evidence highlighting the benefits of AI techniques (iii) to provide a theoretical framework
that will aid potential researchers in incorporating findings. It was revealed that AI
had demonstrated the potential to accelerate the learning process, as well as to simplify
and augment reasoning, which is useful in construction projects that differ in their basic
characteristics. Technology and creativity have resulted in tremendous improvements in
our living conditions. Technology development and innovation will also be at the forefront
of the transition to a more sustainable future. Productivity-enhancing digital technologies
such as AI can help to increase productivity, reduce production costs and emissions, reduce
the intensity of production process resources, improve market correspondence, and enable
the use of big data to make public services more accessible. From a theoretical approach,
the recommendations presented in this research provide guidance on how to address any
shortcomings in the process of defining additional research. From a practical aspect, this
research can provide practitioners a modulated reference point that is easily accessible, as
well as assist them in grasping the most recent techniques and methodology of artificial
intelligence research aimed at sustainable development. This research has limitations,
despite its contributions. The information is initially obtained from the Scopus database.
In the future, additional data will be gathered by combining information from various
databases for quantitative and qualitative studies (e.g., Google Scholar, Web of Science,
and so on). Second, the focus of this study was limited to journal articles. As a matter
of fact, the study’s findings do not completely reflect the available AI literature. The
limitations mentioned above offer excellent opportunities for further study, but they should
be considered when assessing the research results.
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