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ABSTRACT

Rigorous development in Software Defined Radio (SDR) helps to realize the
dream of Cognitive Radio. The SDR can be used with a reconfigurable antenna
to achieve full Cognitive Radio system. Reconfigurable antenna is an antenna
designed that is capable of changing its operating frequency. However, the SDR
such as Universal Software Radio Peripheral (USRP) B200 does not come with a
software algorithm that can change the operating frequency of the reconfigurable
antenna. To overcome this problem, an energy detection algorithm that can work with
wideband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna switching algorithm and narrowband
to narrowband reconfigurable antenna switching algorithm are proposed. By using the
algorithms, the switching of operating frequency of the reconfigurable antenna can be
done via software. All algorithms were developed using GNU Radio and Arduino
micro-controller to reconfigure antenna switching to replace manual switching. USRP
B200 was the selected SDR for all measurements. Probability of detection was the
parameter that had been measured and simulated. Statistical test was conducted to
verify the result between measurement and simulation, which revealed that there was
no significant difference between them. Results for wideband antenna, wideband to
narrowband reconfigurable antenna, and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable
antenna show 3.2% to 18% difference between measurement and simulation. Hence,
it can be concluded that there is a good agreement between the measurement and
simulation.
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ABSTRAK

Pembangunan yang meluas dalam Perisian Penakrifan Radio (SDR) membantu
merealisasikan Radio Kognitif yang diimpikan. SDR boleh digunakan dengan antena
konfigurasi boleh ubah untuk mencapai sistem Radio Kognitif penuh. Antena
konfigurasi boleh ubah ialah antena yang direka supaya mampu menukar frekuensi
operasi. Walau bagaimanapun, SDR seperti Perisian Radio Universal (USRP)
B200 tidak datang dengan algoritma yang mampu menukar frekuensi operasi antena
konfigurasi boleh ubah. Jadi untuk mengatasi masalah ini, satu algoritma pengesanan
tenaga yang boleh digunakan dengan algoritma antena konfigurasi boleh ubah jalur
lebar ke jalur sempit dan algoritma antena konfigurasi boleh ubah jalur sempit ke
jalur sempit adalah dicadangkan. Dengan menggunakan algoritma-algoritma ini,
penukaran frekuensi operasi antena konfigurasi boleh ubah boleh dilakukan melalui
perisian. Semua algoritma telah dibangunkan menggunakan GNU Radio dan mikro-
pengawal Arduino untuk menukar frekuensi operasi antena konfigurasi boleh ubah
menggantikan pensuisan manual. USRP B200 adalah SDR yang telah pilih untuk
semua pengukuran. Parameter yang diukur dan disimulasi adalah kebarangkalian
pengesanan. Ujian statistik telah dilakukan untuk mengesahkan keputusan di antara
pengukuran dan simulasi, yang mendedahkan bahawa tiada perbezaan yang signifikan
di antara keduanya. Hasil pengukuran antena jalur lebar, antena konfigurasi boleh
ubah jalur lebar ke jalur sempit, dan antena konfigurasi boleh ubah jalur sempit ke
jalur sempit menunjukkan 3.2% ke 18% perbezaan antara pengukuran dan simulasi.
Oleh itu, dapat disimpulkan bahawa terdapat kesamaan yang baik antara pengukuran
dan simulasi.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

Cognitive Radio is defined by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
as a radio system that senses its operational electromagnetic environment and can
dynamically and autonomously adjust its radio operating parameters to modify the
system operation, such as maximize throughput, mitigate interference, facilitate
interchangeability, access secondary markets, etc [4].

Cognitive Radio networks can also be represented as an innovative approach
to wireless engineering in which radios are designed with an unprecedented level
of intelligence and agility. Cognitive Radio have the ability to monitor, sense and
detect conditions of their operating environment, and dynamically reconfigure their
own characteristics to best match those conditions. This technology enables radio
devices to use the frequency spectrum in entirely new and sophisticated ways, and can
be a solution to the spectral congestion problem by introducing the opportunistic usage
of the frequency bands that are not occupied by licensed users [4–6].

According to Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the spectrum
utilization in the 0 to 6 GHz band varies from 15% to 85%, this has prompted the
FCC to propose the opening of licensed bands to unlicensed users and given birth to
Cognitive Radio [6, 7]. Nowadays some frequency in the Industrial, Scientific and
Medical (ISM) band is not efficiently used due to the fact that some developers tend to
use the same frequency for their product [8]. For example, WiFi frequency is widely
used by the product developer because of the availability on cheap WiFi transceivers
in the market. Congestion in that particular frequency will result in data corruption,
data collision, and data lost [8].
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1.2 Problem Statement

Reconfigurable antenna is an antenna that can change its properties such as
operating frequency. The reconfigurable antenna operating frequencies are tuned using
radio frequency switches such as pin diode and varactor diode [9–12]. Wideband to
narrowband reconfigurable antenna is one example of reconfigurable antenna that can
change its operating frequency. The reconfigurable antenna can be used with a software
defined radio (SDR) to achieve the full Cognitive Radio concept. However, the SDR
such as Universal Software Radio Peripheral B200 (USRP B200) does not come with a
software algorithm that can change the operating frequency of reconfigurable antennas
like the wideband to narrowband and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable
antenna due the specific design of the antennas. In order to solve this problem, antennas
switching algorithm for the reconfigurable antennas need to be developed.

Spectrum sensing is one of the task in Cognitive Radio concept. The simplest
type of spectrum sensing is energy detection. Energy detection can be implemented
in the SDR to measure the performance of the energy detection with reconfigurable
antenna, however due to the different varieties of the energy detection and specific
needs, it is not included in the software. So, to overcome this problem energy detection
algorithm that can work with the reconfigurable antenna need to be developed in the
software.

The performance of the energy detection usually compared between theory and
simulation for examlple in [13–15]. There are few measurements on the performance
of the energy detection algorithm with reconfigurable antenna like in [16]. So, the
performance of the reconfigurable antennas with energy detection spectrum sensing
need to be measured.
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1.3 Objectives

The objectives of this research are as follows:

1. To implement energy detection algorithm at 2-5 GHz frequency range
that can be used with reconfigurable antenna.

2. To develop wideband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna and
narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna switching algorithm.

3. To validate the performance of the wideband antenna, wideband to
narrowband and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna in
term of energy detection.

1.4 Scope and Significance of Study

This research covers on the development of the energy detection spectrum
sensing algorithm that can work with the reconfigurable antenna. The programming
languages used were C, C++ and Python for software development in GNU Radio
environment. USRP B200, by Ettus Research were used as the SDR platform for
experimentation.

The frequency range used in this research was from 2 to 5 GHz, this was due to
the specific design of the wideband antenna, wideband to narrowband reconfigurable
antenna and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna. Additionally, two
reconfigurable antenna switching alogrithm were developed. The algorithm can
be used to change the operating frequency of the reconfigurable antenna in the
software. Furthermore, the SDR can be programmed to search any suitable frequency
automatically. Moreover, the developed algorithm can increase the efficiency of the
frequency usage, as it can sense the availability of the frequency or white space. With
the improvement, the completed system can be commercialized for everyday use.

1.5 Contributions

The main contribution of this research is in term of software development of
the energy detection spectrum sensing for the reconfigurable antenna to change its
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frequency properties via software using micro-controller, thus removing the need of
manual switches. Three algorithms were developed during the course of this research;
the energy detection algorithm, the wideband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna
switching algorithm and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna switching
algorithm. Other contributions include the performance measurement of the energy
detection algorithm with the reconfigurable antenna that can be used for future research
work.

1.6 Thesis Outline

A brief overview to Cognitive Radio and spectrum sensing, problem statement,
objective of research, scope and significance of the study are presented in chapter 1.

In chapter 2, the background knowledge on Cognitive Radio, spectrum holes
and conventional energy detection and its related equation are discussed. Previous
work on energy detection and Cognitive Radio system with antenna are reported and
summarized.

In chapter 3, the methodology of research is discussed. The flow of research
are presented and the three stages of research work are described. The first stage which
is software implementation are described, followed by second stage, energy detection
flowchart overview. Third stage, measurement setup and its parameters are discussed.

In chapter 4, development on energy detection algorithm, wideband to
narrowband reconfigurable antenna algorithm, and narrowband to narrowband
reconfigurable antenna algorithm are presented. Additionally, the types of antenna
used, graphical user interface, switch timing, and free space path loss simulation are
discussed.

In chapter 5, measurement and simulation result on the performance of energy
detection algorithm with wideband antenna, wideband to narrowband reconfigurable
antenna, and narrowband to narrowband reconfigurable antenna are presented,
compared and discussed thoroughly.

Finally, chapter 6 concludes the thesis and suggestion for future research work.
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