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Abstract 

 

In this paper, new development of a sensor rig device with infrared sensors is used to reconstruct the 3D 

image of an object’s surfaces. Five sensors have been used to acquire data that measure distance from the 

object and sensors. A stepper motor controls the object rotation with 2 degrees per turn. A few objects such 
as tulip, curvilinear, flower and star shape have been selected for data collection, and the results proved that 

this sensor rig device is capable of reconstruct a 3D image of an object’s surface. A prosthetic model with 

distinct size in diameter was tested to prove that this device is capable of measuring distance with different 
size. From the results obtained, this sensor rig device shows a capability to reconstruct 3D image of an 

object surfaces with simple post processing technique. A prosthetic object was tested and results show that 

the accuracy was around 75%.  
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 

Infrared (IR) sensors have been used in many applications 

especially in robotics. Lower cost, small in size, simple 

connection, and faster response times are some of the 

advantages of this sensor. Nowadays, there are many systems 

that used IR sensors as a fundamental to obtain information 

and the data can be used to reconstruct 3D images. However, 

with the high deficiency on the reflectance of surrounding 

object1, suitable objects surfaces need to be considered when 

dealing with this sensor. This sensor has high deficiency on 

the object reflectance1, so that an appropriate surface of an 

object need to be consider when designing system using this 

sensor. 

  There are many different types of sensor that can be 

used to reconstruct a 3D image such as 3D camera, laser 

scanner, LVDT and ultrasonic sensor. 3D camera and laser 

scanner have been widely used for image reconstruction, 

with accurate data obtained from the laser, making these 

devices as first option compare to others. Unfortunately, the 

cost is expensive and ineffective for simple image 

reconstruction2 .Other than that; it also requires high 

computational power, which also takes a lot of times. 

Meanwhile, LVDT is capable of measuring distance 

precisely, but this sensor is expensive and lots of signal 

conditioning circuits and complicated mechanism required, 

which is not applicable in some applications3. 
  Ultrasonic and infrared position sensing devices have 
been used traditionally to create 3D images of an object4-

6.Unfortunately, this method has a drawback which is poor in 
angular resolution, it detected an object anywhere in the 
sensor range without focusing at the specific object.  
  Compared with ultrasonic sensor, the emission is in a 

narrow beam for IR, and it can measure distance either in 

offset of the reflected beam of depends on the light intensity. 

Infrared sensors have been proven by other researchers for its 

ability to detect an object7, localization purposes8-9, object 

surface-traces5, obstacle detection10, range estimation11, and 

geometry reconstruction12. A new purpose of infrared sensor 

is presented here by measuring the distance of an object and 

reconstructs the outer surfaces of the object shape. Only the 

object surfaces will be reconstructed in the experiment to 

determine the capability of the IR to measure the distance 

between object and the sensor. 

  In research done by Park et al.8, 12 IR sensors are 

rotated to determine distance between object and the sensors 
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is rotated in order to measure a distance of an obstacle from 

the sensors. The capabilities of each sensor to detect an 

obstacle with 1.8 degree wide area, helps to eliminate blind 

spot that might be missed for small obstacles. The rotation of 

the sensor is fully controlled by the stepper motor. In this 

research, the sensors are used to accurately build a map for 

the environment with a present of obstacle. From the 

experiment, this sensor is able to accurately build a map of 

the environment with an obstacle.  

  In this experiment, a new application of infrared array 

sensor is demonstrated, as well as the capabilities of the 

sensor to obtain data and the reconstruction of object surface 

using Matlab. Although using infrared sensor with camera, 

ultrasound and other device are well-established method, its 

application is only focused on the object detection, docking 

guidance and object avoidance4,13. In this experiment, there 

are five infrared sensor used to reconstruct 3D image of an 

object surfaces. This research presents reconstruction of 

object surface using analog infrared sensor with part number 

GP2D120XJ00F (Sharp Corporation, Osaka, Japan).  
 

 

2.0  SYSTEM DESIGN 
 

2.1  Sensor Rig Design 
 

The sensor array considered in this work consists of five 

infrared GP2D120XJ00F (Sharp Corporation, Osaka, 

Japan)14 installed in five legs of a device with a 15 cm 

separation in distance from the center of the device. This 

sensor was chosen due to its capabilities to measure distance 

in a range of 4 cm to 30 cm and the resolution is up to 0.05 

cm. The reflected time is 38.3 ms ± 9.6 ms, and the most 

output ranges are about 0.25 – 0.55 V.9 It shows that, the ToF 

of this sensor helps to give faster output value to the receiver 

the faster it can give output value to the user.8 In order to 

minimize the noise level, the distance between sensor and 

object surface needs to be set at least 5 cm or above, else the 

data received is considered as noise8. Furthermore, IR sensor 

is a hard field sensor, and it is very stable because this sensor 

will never bend to other directions during measurement. The 

size of GP2D120X sensor is shown in Figure 1.  

 

 
 

Figure 1  Top and side view of GP2D120 IR sensor 

 

 

  Each sensor in the device is switched independently 

with a control by operational amplifier LM324. A dynamic 

current control is implemented using transistor 2N3904. 

Hence, the current flow through IR can be controlled. In order 

to avoid any redundant signal from other sensors, only one 

IR is turn ON at a time.  

In this experiment setup, power supply of 5 V from the 

Arduino as a microcontroller board will turn ON the device. 

The best way to harvest data was to rotate the object rather 

than to rotate the sensor. 

 

 

 
Figure 2  The arrangement of sensor rig 

 

 

  Stepper motor is used to control the rotation of the 

device, each turns need to be as small as possible to make 

sure that small changes of the object can be detected. Each 

turn of the motor is 2 degree, and it will turn until it reaches 

72 degree of rotation as shown in Figure 2. This device 

consists of five sensors, each sensor will take only 72 data 

and all five sensors will collect a total of 360 data.   
 

2.1  Data Collecting and Storage 
 

Other than Arduino, this device is connected to the control 

board as shown in Figure 3, which is responsible to give an 

instruction to the IR. While one IR sensor collects data other 

sensors are disconnected to the power supply. Only one IR 

sensor turns ON at a time. Reflected signal received by the 

each sensor does not affected by other IR signal. There are 

three outputs from this control board, which is output to the 

IR sensors, Arduino microcontroller and also ground. 

 

 
Figure 3  Circuit control board that is connected between Arduino and 
sensor rig 

 

 

 

 

IR Sensor 

Sensor Rig rotate 72° 



129                                                   Siti Asmah Daud et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 73:3 (2015), 127–132 

 

 

The output measurement of 2D120X is in digital, so it does 

not require any conversion from an analog to digital 

converter (ADC) and the data received can be converted into 

centimeter (cm). This board has an analog-to-digital 

conversions function within the voltage range of 5 V. The 

calculation for conversion is shown in (1): 

𝑉 =
1

(𝑅 + 0.42)
(1) 

  Where, 𝑉  is a voltage and 𝑅 is the range, this equation 

will produce a linear graph. The value of 0.42 works well for 

IR sensors GP2D120 based on the calibration point in Sharp 

datasheet. 

 
𝑦 = 𝑚. 𝑥 + 𝑏   (2) 

𝑦 is equal to the linearized range or distance. Substituting the 

linearizing function from above for 𝑦 and substituting 𝑉 for 

𝑥 yields:  
 

1

(𝑅 + 0.42)
= 𝑚. 𝑉 + 𝑏   (3) 

Rearranging the equation, range as a function of voltage: 

 

𝑅 =
1

(𝑚. 𝑉 + 𝑏)
− 0.42   (4) 

 

𝑅 =
𝑚′

(𝑉+𝑏′)
− 0.42         (5)  

where   m′ =
1

m
 and b′ =

b

m
 

  After plugging in the calibration data for GP2D120 and 

adjusting the constant, the following formula can be derived 

for the sensor is: 

 

𝑅 =
2914

(𝑉 + 5)
− 1   (6) 

 

  From the equation14, 2914 is the constant value for IR 

sensor GP2D120. R is the distance from the sensor and 𝑉 is 

the voltage reading from the sensor.  
 

2.2  Experiment Structure 
 
Figure 4 shows the experiment setup for this device. Selected 
objects with a various shape have been choosing will be 
placed at the bottom and center of the IR device. Stepper 
Motor Driver (Cytron Technologies, Malaysia) is used to 
control the rotation of the object while IR sensors take data. 
Each turns of the stepper motor make the object to turn every 
2-degree until the rotation completes 360 degree.  
 

 
 

Figure 4  Experiment setup 

 

 

  SD02B motor driver is used to drive a unipolar and 

bipolar stepper motor [SD02B]. There are lots of advantages 

by using this motor driver such as it can be operated to 8 V 

to 24 V circuit supply voltage, and it is capable to drive a 

stepper motor from 3 V to 40 V. With a new UART 

interface, it is easy to communicate with PCs and smoother 

stepper motor rotation with 2, 5 and 10 micro-stepping15. 

Dimension of motor driver (10 cm x 6 cm) is not too big and 

can be installed beside sensor rig. Sending a command to the 

stepper driver can control the speed of the stepper motor. In 

this device, the speed was controlled to make sure that 

stepper motor rotated the object at 360 degree with a step 

angle of 2 degree. 
 

 

3.0  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

In this experiment, the model object was placed at the center 

of sensor rig sensors array device. The rotation of the model 

was controlled by stepper motor, each turn is 2 degree and it 

will rotate for 180 times to complete 360 degree. Data 

collected from the sensor array is uploaded into Matlab for 

data analysis. An algorithm is developed to filter noise, 

convert sensor value into distance (cm), and reconstruct an 

object image surface. In order to obtain a stable data, the 

surrounding area needs to be free from any light source.  
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  A few shapes of objects were selected in this 

experiment. There are tulip flower, curvilinear, star and 

flower shape. Figure 5 shows the image that is successfully 

reconstructed using data collected by the IR sensors. 

  Results proved that, 2D120X IR array sensor can 

produce a 3D image based on the data obtained from the 

experiment. A different shape of an object is reconstructed 

based on the data collected by IR sensors. Tulip flower 

shape, curvilinear, star and flower shape are the chosen 

object shape in this experiment. The capabilities to 

reconstruct the same shape show that the IR sensors collect 

a correct data regarding on the object surface. Lots of data 

can be obtained from this image, such as, the size, diameter, 

and object height. It is very important to prove that the 

reconstructed image is similar to the real image size.  

  There was only one slice of data can be collected for 

every 72 turns. In this experiment, there were 36 slices of 

collected data needed to reconstruction all the above image. 

A total of sixty seconds is required to collect a complete one 

slice of data. Total time of 36 minutes is required to collect 

all data. Moreover, in order to collect a stable data, 

capacitors are used in this experiment. Every single IR 

sensors was solder with a bypass capacitor of 100 pF at the 

GND and VIN port. A huge different style of data can be seen 

with, and without the existing of the capacitor installed at the 

IR sensors.  

 
a)  Tulip flower shape 

 

 
b)  Curvilinear shape 

 

 
c)  Star shape 

 
 

 

 
d)  Flower shape 

 
Figure 5  The graph shows image reconstruction of  different objects 
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a)  Prosthetic model (First data scanning) 

 

 

 
 
b)  Prosthetic model (Second data scanning) 

Figure 6  The graph shows an image reconstruction from different shape of an object 

 

  Figure 5 shows the sensor array is capable to 

reconstruct an object surface successfully. The objects used 

in the experiment have a same height and diameter, so 

another object of lower limb prosthetic shape has been 

selected in the next experiment. This model has a different 

size in diameter in every height. The experiment is done to 

test the capabilities of the device to measure distance in a 

distinct size on an object. The dimension of prosthetic model 

is 11.25 cm in height, top diameter is 4 cm and bottom 

diameter is 7 cm. Each layer of the model did not have the 

same diameter. 

  The results from this test are shown in Figure 6. Both 

of the images have been reconstructed using the same model. 

From the result, it is proved that this sensor device is able to 

obtain data from various shapes of an object. Every layer of 

an object can be measured, and the accuracy can be 

calculated. In this experiment, the accuracy for the lower 

limb prosthetic model is 75% based on the diameter 

dimension. Further data analysis will be done to measure 

accurately the shape and height of the object. 
 

 

4.0  CONCLUSION 
 

In this paper, a novel five infrared sensors (GP2D120) based 

on the distance measurement has been presented. The main 

advantages of the system are the fast data collection for one 

layer of an objects surface, portable device to reconstruct 

image and low cost. Moreover, this device helps to improve 

the pixel resolution and also it is capable to collect data for 

360 degree in rotation. Every angle of an object can be 

detected for the image reconstruction. In this experiment, the 

sensor array will measure distance between the IR sensors 

and object surface and reconstruction was shown to be 

reliable.  

  The device has been proved useful but with some 

limitations. One of the problems is the reflectance of IR 

signal when it deals with flat surface object and light source 

from the surrounding. Furthermore, the reflected of IR  

 

sensor highly depends on the color of the object surface, but 

this could be improved by using black color paper to wrap 

it. A prosthetic cone model was successfully measured and 

reconstructed. It is shown that the developed IR sensor array 

was capable to measure the distance of objects surface for 
image reconstruction purposes. The accuracy measurement could 

be improved by rotating the stepper motor into smaller degree (less 

than 2 degree) and place the device in a dark room during data 

collection. 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

 

The authors are indebted to Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) 

and the EScience Grant for supporting and funding this research 

(EScience Vote R.J130000.7923.4S027). Author also would like to 

express a gratitude to Biomedical Electronic Laboratory Group 

members for their ideas and comments to the study. 
 

 

References 
 

[1] G. Benet, F. Blanes, J.E Simo, P. Perez. 2002. Using Infrared Sensors for 

Distance Measurement in Mobile Robots. Robotics and Autonomous 

Systems 1006 (2002). 1–12. 

[2] Guivant, J., Nebot, E., Baiker, S. 2000. Localization and Map Building 

Using Laser Range Sensors in Outdoor Applications. Journal of Robotics 
Systems. 17(10): 565–583. 

[3] T. Chin-Fu, W. Yuan-Kai, et al. 2011. Implementation and Analysis of 

Range-finding Based on Infrared Techniques. Control Conference 

(ASCC), 2011 8th Asian.  

[4] A. Tar, G. Cserey. 2011. Object Outline and Surface-Trace Detection 

Using Infrared Proximity Array. IEEE Sensors Journal. 11(10): 2486–
2493. 

[5] O. Yasuhisa, A. Goto, N. Shidara. 2009. Surface-Trace Feasibility for IR-

Based Position-Sensing Devices. IEEE Sensors Journal. 9(10). 

[6] M. Baba, K. Ohtani, and S. Komatsu. 3D Shape Recognition System by 

Ultrasonic Sensor Array and Genetic Algorithms. In Proc. IEEE 21st 

Instrum. Meas. Technol. Conf. IMTC’04. 3: 1948–1952. 

[7] H. Park, S. Lee, and W. Chung. 2006. Obstacle Detection and Feature 

Extraction Using 2.5 D Range Sensor System. In Proceeding of 

International Joint Conference SICE-ICASE’06. 2000–2004.  

[8] P. Hyunwoong, B. Sungjin, L. Sooyong. 2005. IR Sensor Array for a 

Mobile Robot. Proceedings of the 2005 IEEE/ASME International 

Conference on Advanced Intelligent Mechatronics Monterey. California, 
USA.  



132                                                   Siti Asmah Daud et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 73:3 (2015), 127–132 

 

 

[9] S. Lee, and W. Chung. 2006. Rotating IR Sensor System for 2.5 D Sensing. 

In Proceeding of IEEE/RSJ International Conference Intelligent Robot 

Systems. 814–819.  

[10] K. Saman. 2012. Twin Low-cost Infrared Range Finders for Detecting 
Obstacles Using in Mobile Platforms. In International Conference on 

Robotics and Biomimetics, Guangzhou, China. 1996–1999. 

[11] C. Yuzbasioglu, and B. Barshan. 2005. A New Method for Range 

Estimation Using Simple Infrared Sensors. In International Conference on 

Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS2005). 1066–1071. 

[12] A. Tar, M. Koller, and G. Cserey. 2009. 3D Geometry Reconstruction 

Using Large Infrared Proximity Array for Robotic Applications. In Proc. 

2009 IEEE International Conference on Mechatronics.  

[13] P. Var, R. Ferreira, V. Grossmann, M. Ribeiro, I. Norte, and A. Pais. 1997. 
Docking of a Mobile Platform Based on Infrared Sensors. In Proc. IEEE 

Int. Symp. Ind. Electron.,Guimaraes, Portugal. 735–740.  

[14] SHARP GP2D120XJ00F Analog Output Type Distance Measuring 

Sensor, datasheet. 

[15] Cytron Technologies SD02B 2A Stepper Motor Driver. datasheet. 

 

 


