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Abstract 

Peninsular Malaysia and the Philippines has its own history of colonial intervention. 
Each country has a defined system of government and a form of land tenure and 
administration. However, with the colonial powers' arrival and the introduction of new 
laws into Peninsular Malaysia and the Philippine archipelago respectively has changed 
the law which both countries were accustomed to. Thus, giving birth to the new system 
and eventually culminated the adoption of the National Land Code, 1965 and the 
Philippines National Land Laws. The Torrens system is the core of the system where 
the precept epitomized the principle that 'register is the key to title.' 

Corollary to the above, the Customary tenure (which were the concoction of Islamic law 
and adat) and land administration was replaced by the system which is western in 
nature. Hence, in Malaysia, the present land laws and tenure was the by-product of the 
British land laws and the Philippines were that of the Spanish and eventually the 
American land laws and tenure. 

1.0. Conceptual Background: 
Historical facts have it that prior to the advent of the European colonisers, Peninsular Malaysia and the 
Philippines had their own system of land tenure. The Philippines like Malaysia too, had observed 
the system of land tenure which was based on their customs. 

With the arrival of the British in Peninsular Malaysia and the Spaniards in the Philippines 
respectively, the system which both countries were accustomed to, had undergone an abrupt change. 
Land tenure and its administration were also affected as new laws were enacted relating thereto. The 
laws introduced and the development pursued by the new masters have in one way or the other 
affected the subdued local inhabitant. 

1.1. Colonial Rule and Post Colonial Rule: 
The Philippines under the hands of the Spaniards and later under the American imperialists as 
compared to Malaysia under the British rule, has suffered most. Needless to mention the laws 
enacted have worked to the disadvantage of the local inhabitants. The colonisers' intervention 
resulted in the dichotomy of the Filipino people- i.e. the Christian Filipinos and the Moros in 
Mindanao and Sulu as well as the tribal Filipinos. Malaysia, suffered too but not as seriously as their 
Filipino counter-parts. But one peculiar thing that prompted the hungry colonisers' was the 
promising natural resources they could extract from both countries. In the case of Malaysia, the 
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