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Abstract 

In Malaysia, there are many historic buildings and monuments. The government realise 
that the historic buildings and monuments need to be conserved and restored. For this 
purpose, the National Museum was given the responsibility to record all the historic 
buildings and monuments. Architectural photogrammetry is one of the method that can be 
used for recording. It has been used by many countries in the world. However, this 
method has been used recently in Malaysia. 

This paper reports an architectural photogrammetry work that has been carried out to 
produce line drawing of the main entrance facade of the Eastern & Oriental Hotel, 
Penang. In this work, the photographs were taken using metric camera Wild P32 and the 
line drawing was produced using an analytical plotter. 

1.0        INTRODUCTION 
The history of Malaysia started with the foundation of Melaka (i.e. one of Malayan states in the 15th century). At 
that time Melaka was ruled by a king known as Sultan Iskandar Shah. Later, in 1511, Melaka was accupied by the 
Portuguese. Melaka was than occupied by the Dutch and finally by the British. Since 1874, all the Malayan 
states came under the rule of the British. During the colonisation process, many buildings were built. A large 
number of these still exist today and many are now of national importance. 

Malaya gained independence on 31st August 1957. Following this, on the 16th September, 1963, Malaysia was 
formed consisting of 14 states including Singapore. In 1965, Singapore separated from Malaysia and become 
independent. After independence Malaysia started to develop and the government is working very hard to make it a 
developed country in the year 2020. In this respect, the government does not ignore her responsibility to 
conserve the environment and the historical heritage. 

The historic buildings and monuments include buildings built by the colonist, historic forts, old buildings and 
religious building. Example of important buildings which possess historic characteristics, attract local and 
foreign tourists are the fort in Melaka built by the Portuguese in the 16th century, the Red Building in Melaka 
built by the Dutch in 17th century and the Sultan Abdul Samad Building and Malayan Railway Headquarters 
Buildings in Kuala Lumpur built by the British in 19th century. 

In Malaysia, historic buildings and monuments have been recorded i.e. the photographs are taken using non-
metric camera and all the related information are recorded. This work is carried out by the National Museum. 
Architectural photogrammetry has been used in the case of Sultan Abdul Samad and Malayan Railway 
Headquarters Buildings. In 1995, an architectural photogrammetric survey was carried out to record the main 
entrance facade of the Eastern and Oriental Hotel in Penang. 

2.0 THE EASTERN AND ORIENTAL HOTEL (E & O HOTEL) 
As early as 1821, the Sarkies Brothers of Armenia were noted for their successful exploits, business and 
enterprise in Southeast Asia. At that period of time, they were already owners of two of the three largest 
business houses in Singapore. They were rich and influential in the city, their families were large and their sons 
were sent out periodically around the region for further business opportunities and avenues of future 
enterprise for the family. 




















