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ABSTRAK

Penyelidikan ini dijalankan untuk mengetahui sama ada pelajar yang terdedah
kepada penggunaan kamus dan lagu-lagu “English” akan mengalami perubahan
dalam perbendaharaan kata atau sebaliknya. Bagi memenuhi matlamat ini, seramai
32 pelajar daripada Diploma Pengurusan Perniagaan telah dipilih dari Kolej
Universiti Shahputra di Kuantan Pahang. Para pelajar kemudian dibahagikan kepada
dua kumpulan kajian. Penyelidikan ini dijalankan selama empat (4) minggu
pengajaran. Ujian perbendaharaan kata telah dijalankan sebagai ujian pra untuk
kedua-dua kumpulan pada minggu pertama kajian ini dijalankan. Pengajaran
perbendaraan kata dijalankan ke atas kedua-dua kumpulan, iaitu; kumpulan pertama
menggunakan kamus manakala kumpulan kedua menggunakan lagu “English”
sebagai alat pembelajaran. Data dikumpul dengan menggunakan ujian pra, ujian
pasca dan temuduga. Keputusan penyelidikan ini menunjukkan bahawa pelajar —
pelajar yang menggunakan kamus sebagai kaedah pembelajaran menunjukkan sedikit
peningkatan dalam penguasaan perbendaharaan kata. Walau bagaimanapun,
persepsi pelajar — pelajar menunjukkan bahawa pembelajaran penbendaharaan kata
melalui lagu — lagu “English” adalah lebih berkesan dan mempengaruhi pengekalan
ingatan pelajar. Akhir sekali, kajian ini membentangkan beberapa cadangan hasil

daripada penyelidikan ini.
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ABSTRACT

This study investigated whether students exposed to dictionary and songs
would experience a change in vocabulary competence. To fulfil this purpose, 32
Diploma in Business Management students were selected from University College
Shahputra located in Kuantan Pahang. These participants were then divided into two
equal experimental groups. The study was carried out over a four — week course. The
first group adopted the dictionary and the second group adopted English songs as a
learning method in learning vocabulary. Data was gathered through a vocabulary
pre-test and post- test, and interviews. Result revealed that both group students
showed slightly improvement. However, students who acquired vocabulary through
dictionary experienced a slight improvement in their vocabulary competence.
However, students’ perceptions indicated that they preferred learning vocabulary
through English songs and they also claimed that this approach has a better memory

retention.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In today’s world, English is an important language. English has become the
most spoken language worldwide after Mandarin. In fact, Al Hammadi (2013) points
out that presently English is widely used and is the second most spoken language of
the world after Chinese and the most internationally used language use. English is the
international language for most sectors like, technology, medical field, business,
tourism, education and others. In Malaysia, the English language is considered as a
second language. Based on Article 152, the Malaysian government has classified
English as a second language status (Kesumawati, Nor Zakiah, Norsimah and Nor
Hashimah, 2007). This language has in fact been made a compulsory subject in both

primary and secondary schools in Malaysia.

Students learning process will be retarded when they have limited knowledge
of the vocabulary. As argued by Sedita (2005), students’ vocabulary knowledge is
always related to their educational achievement. He further points out, those students
who have a wide vocabulary repertoire can understand new ideas and concepts more
quickly than those who have limited knowledge on vocabulary. Neuman & Dwyer,
(2009) also agree with this. They said students with limited vocabulary knowledge
face challenges to learn new words. Hermina (2000) explains that vocabulary is
essential for learning English. Moreover, Thronbury (2002) argues that,
improvement in language development can be seen, only if students learn more

words and expressions rather than concentrating on grammar.

Joyce (2011) also highlights the importance of vocabulary. She states that

vocabulary development is crucial for students as they need it to read. Thus,



vocabulary acquisition is important because vocabulary is the heart of language
acquisition. Seyed (2012) describes vocabulary as a key component for achievement,
a fundamental factor language and thus of utmost importance to a language learner.
Likewise, Schmitt (2008) thinks that vocabulary is important component for
language mastery. Moreover, Knight (1994) suggests that acquiring words is an
important element in second language acquisition. Warning (2002) argues that
vocabulary is an important foundation for successfully grasping a new language.

However, acquiring English language vocabulary is not an easy feat. This is
because English has one of the biggest vocabularies of any languages. Lorente
(2008) claims that English has the largest vocabularies list compared to any other
language. Schmitt (2000) for instance, pointed out that in present tense alone; there
are approximately 54,000 word families with each family containing many more

words.

In the past few decades very little emphasis has been given on vocabulary
acquisition. Pikulski and Templeton (2004) found evidence showing that insufficient
emphasis has been given to vocabulary acquisition in the school syllabus. They also
found that very limited time was allocated to vocabulary instruction and there is no
sign of vocabulary development in language acquisition. In terms of the Malaysian
context, Ahmad et al. (2010) found that Malaysian tertiary students did not have
enough vocabulary knowledge and vocabulary size to use English as their second
language, although official exposure towards the language had been given at very

early age. This is due to less priority being given to vocabulary acquisition.

In the context of formal education, teachers will be fully responsible to
encourage students to acquire vocabulary. Encouraging students to learn vocabulary
is not an easy task especially English vocabulary. Schmitt (2000) highlight that as
English has the biggest vocabulary, it is somewhat impossible to teach all of these
vocabularies. However, to make the teaching and learning of the English
vocabularies more effective, teachers must try different styles of teaching to attract

students’ interest to learn vocabulary.



In fact, according to Letchumanan and Hoon (2012), different strategies and
methods are required to create interest among English Second Language (ESL)
learners to acquire and extend their vocabulary successfully. Similarly Karrem
(2006) states that, teachers should employ various techniques and activities in
teaching vocabulary to encourage the learners, improve their vocabulary and allow
them to speak proper English. Likewise, Metha (2009) emphasizes that a language
teacher should be creative in teaching vocabulary items in a classroom situation.
Some of the methods that highlighted in his research were learning words through

listening, pronouncing and contextual clues.

Besides, creating interesting lesson to teach vocabulary, teachers should
maintain authenticity in their lesson too. Asgari (2011) found that there will be a
better achievement if teachers use authentic materials in their teaching. Wu (2009)
suggests that authentic material is needed to provide students the chance to expand

strategies for understanding language as it is used by native speakers.

Martinez (2000) explains that authentic materials offer students many
important advantages. Additionally, he further highlights advantages of using
authentic materials in the classroom, namely in exposing students to real or authentic
discourse. An advantage in using authentic materials is that it will not only interest

students, but also motivate them throughout the lesson (Chen, 2003).

Students’ memory also plays an important role in vocabulary acquisition.
Tuluhong (2006) explains that memory strategies are also actively used in learning
English vocabulary. It is believed that students will not learn vocabulary without
memory. Supporting the statement, Gupta and MacWhinney (1997) claim that
human vocabulary process and aspects of human working memory may be closely
related. Al-Nassir (2012) explains that second language acquisition has a few
important elements and one of it is the role of memory in second language
acquisition. He believes that consolidating words from and meaning in memory
involve in vocabulary acquisition process. He also claims that memory has a great

effect on language learning.



There are even more researchers argue on the importance of memory in
vocabulary acquisition. Siskova (2008) explains that students need multiple
exposures to the same. He also believes that memory of new words can be reinforced
if they are used to express personally relevant meanings. On the whole, memory
plays an important role in vocabulary acquisition. Thus, in taking into consideration,
the consideration the role of authentic materials and memory retention perhaps
should be further investigated. Atta- Alla (2012), suggestion that songs may act as a

good source of authentic materials that enhance students’ memory.

Besides, using authentic materials like songs to enhance student’ vocabulary
retention, input also plays a role in vocabulary acquisition. Ellis (2010) describes
input as samples of oral and written language a student is exposed to while learning
using a particular second language. She argues that, language learning cannot occur
without any input. Renandya (2012) defines input as oral or written language that a
learner receives. In the traditional classroom, more often than not, teachers tend to on

the use of dictionaries to teach vocabulary.

As a conclusion, memory, input, and authentic materials play an important
role in vocabulary acquisition. This research intends to explore how these elements
influence the teaching and learning of vocabulary among English language learners

in the Malaysian context.

1.1  Background of study

Teaching vocabulary is an important factor in language learning. Hismanoglu
(2001) states that learning vocabulary is vital in language acquisition. It is because
words have important role to convey feelings, emotions and ideas during
communication. He also argues that learners with insufficient vocabulary will not be

able to decode the messages sent by the speaker or writer. Metha (2009) suggests that



there are several methodologies that can be integrated in the teaching of vocabulary

items in a language classroom.

Basically most teachers still believe that grammar translation method is the
best way to teach vocabulary. Even though it is considered as a traditional method of
teaching, many instructor claim it is a beneficial teaching method. Abdullah (2013)
claims that grammar translation method was the earliest traditional teaching method
used in the classrooms. Similarly, Murcia (1991) states that, grammar translation
method was a very popular teaching methodology used in the beginning of 20th
century to teach vocabulary. Zheng’s (2012) study reveals that teachers in China still
prefer to use the traditional method which is grammar translation method to teach
vocabulary. Zheng found that grammar translation method is still popular in China.
Saadiyah (2013) also believes that grammar translation method is relevant to the
current Malaysian classroom. Erlina Melati Mahpar, (2007) suggest that this method
is suitable for beginners who have not yet to retain vocabulary in their target

language.

Al — Nassir (2012) explains the technique of using grammar translation
method to teach vocabulary. First students were given a list of bilingual vocabulary
and their task will be to translate from L1 (first language) into the L2 (second
language) or vice versa. Al — Nassir also argued that students were expected to
acquire new vocabulary themselves by using bilingual word lists. So, the bilingual

dictionaries became a vital reference tool.

In using the dictionary, explicit instruction is usually used in vocabulary
teaching. Saskatoon (2009) defines explicit instruction as guiding students’ attention
toward specific learning in a highly structured environment. It is teaching that is
focused on producing specific learning outcomes. Biemiller (2004) stated that when
teachers explain words and add daily and weekly review of the words taught, there
was a growth in the words learned by 35%. Moreover, the research proposes that that
using explicit vocabulary instruction with students to give numerous encounters with
words may provide deep word knowledge. Tan and Farashaiyan (2012) explain that

explicit instruction is a beneficial approach to educate vocabulary for Malaysian



students. However, based on any teaching experience, students usually find using the

dictionary to learn vocabulary as boring.

In contrast to the traditional method is the communicative approach has
become the current in teaching vocabulary. Blake (2009) explains that in
communicative approach, vocabulary is given a secondary position to support
functional language use. Dave (2012) describes communicative approach as a
method that teaches students how to communicate efficiently which incorporate
group works, self-activities and dictionary work. Wu (2009) claims that
communicative approach highlights the significant of providing learners with
chances to wuse English for communicative purposes. Wu explains how
communicative approach is applied in vocabulary teaching. First she said that the
teachers will instruct and assign students to prepare for the presentation of their
discussion. Thus, the related words are practiced. She also explains that teachers will
explain the word meaning based on the situations by using role play and reading
authentic materials. Overall, many researchers found that communicative approach
has a lot of benefits in vocabulary acquisition. Rosmah’s (2013) study reveals that
teaching English vocabulary using communicative approach to improve the students’
vocabulary mastery was effective. In fact, Hussein, Roslan, Noordin and Chong
(2012) state that communicative approach is the most widely used approach in many

Malaysian classrooms in teaching.

For the communicative approach, vocabulary is learnt incidentally. Masoud,
Behzad and Seeyd (2013) define incidental vocabulary learning as a process of
learning something without the intention of doing so. Meanwhile, Wesche and
Paribakht define (1999), incidental vocabulary learning refers to the way in which
students focus on understanding the meaning of reading and listening. Masoud,
Behzad and Seeyd explain that in incidental vocabulary learning the students’
attention is focused on some other feature than the reading itself. They further
explain that incidental vocabulary can develop cognitive process which leads to a
better understanding. They even describe that students who were taught using this
method will be fully involved in the process of understanding the meaning by clues
in the context. Students find that the new words involving cognitive process, which

benefits the students, memorize the words for a longer period of time. Hulstijn &



Laufer (2001) argue that the vocabulary items that learners learn in incidental
vocabulary learning will be retained for a longer period of time. Moreover, Mohd
Rasdi’s (2009) proves that incidental vocabulary and teaching (VLT) was the
primary approach used by students and teachers in Malaysia.

Such opposing views and techniques suggest that we need to continue to
search for the most effective methods and strategies in developing students’
vocabulary acquisition. Cheung (2007) rightly point out that vocabulary learning
and teaching remains a controversial issue since people have various opinions on
how students acquire vocabulary effectively and efficiently, or how it can best be
taught.

1.2 Statement of Problems

Despite numerous ways introduced to teach vocabulary, students still could
not acquire vocabulary successfully. Most students still face difficulties to learn
vocabulary. One of the most common problem faced by Malaysian students is
inability to memorize the target vocabulary. Rahimi and Sahragard (2008) also feel
that students frequently complaint that they tend to forget new words as soon as they
learn them. Similarly, Tham (2012) finds that most learners face difficulties in
vocabulary learning especially memorizing them. Tham’s (2012) study found that

students have problem to remember, pronounce and use the vocabulary.

To overcome this problem rote learning was introduced. Rahimi and
Sahragard (2008) describe rote learning as engaging the mental storage of items with
little or no association with existing cognitive structure; it is the process of acquiring
material as discrete and relatively isolated entities. As example of rote learning

which is a common techniques used by teachers in the Malaysian classroom

However, some researchers claim that using the dictionary can cause

problems among students. For instance, Pousi found that dictionary use can also be



somewhat problematic, even for highly proficient level students who can make
mistakes when using dictionaries. In another study, Hawel (2007) also point out that
most people fail to use the dictionary properly as the dictionary’s size can be a major
problem. He explains that many people suggest that the dictionary is too heavy even
though in contains a lot of information. He also explains that finding words in the
dictionary is consuming time. Similarly, Majid and Hassan (2011) also highlights the
same statements where they claim that the nature of the dictionary cause problems.
Moreover, Songhao (1997) explains that looking up unknown words before reading
is a negative behaviour. He also feels that searching for new words in the dictionary
is a sign of a panicky language student and he also further suggest that searching for
words in dictionary the should be the last options.

Lack of input is also a major problem in learning vocabulary. The input in
language learning will be teachers and textbooks. Rahimi and Sahragard (2008)
propose that teaching vocabulary with insufficient input will not be successfully.
Carter (2002) believes that beyond a certain level of proficiency in a second
language, vocabulary learning is more likely to be mainly implicit through reading or

listening.

On the whole, students should always use the words that learnt to avoid
forgetting the words. Rahimi and Sahragard (2008) conclude that students should
look for opportunities to use words, which they have already learned inside or

outside of the classroom.

Many students consider learning vocabulary a boring job. Commonly, they
have lack of interests in learning English language as they find it a dry and difficult
subject to learn. As a result, most students hate learning English and although they
join English lessons, they are not interested in learning or speaking English properly

as they lack the vocabulary of the language.



1.3 Conceptual framework of study

Authentic
Materials INPUT
Song
Dictionary N Vocabulary
\ [ Memory Acquisition
Figure 1 Conceptual framework

Figure 1 provides an overview of the concepts which underpin the study. In
this authentic materials and dictionary will as input which and then will have effect

on memory and ultimately will affect vocabulary acquisition.

Krashen argues that language learners should receive input to keep the
information. Merrell (2004) explains that acquisition occurs when students receive
input that is interesting. So, he even suggests that dividing or chucking language into
smaller component will help language learning. Merrell believes that using song to

teach vocabulary, many chucks can be included.

As songs and dictionary were exploited in the study, equally important
authentic materials also underpins on the study. Dictionary was exploited in the
study, equally important input also underpins on the study. According to Rahimi and
Sahragard students seldom have access to native speakers of the target language;
therefore, a dictionary has the status of a little god to these students. Students often
do not know which dictionaries they should use, monolingual, bilingual, or
bilingualised dictionaries. Another important point is that information that should be

checked in a dictionary. When encountering a new word, some students only check
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the first meaning that can be found for a word. Checking only the first sense may be
of little use to students and it sometimes misleads them. So, teachers will provide the
inputs on the suitable dictionaries to use, as well as guide them on which words
should check. This ensures students know the proper way to use a dictionary.
Kilickaya (2004) suggests that popular and traditional songs are an authentic material
that will help to create unthreatening environment in classroom. He further adds that
most of teachers believe that authentic texts or materials are useful to the language
learning process especially vocabulary learning. Martinez (2002) proposes that
teachers may use authentic materials for the learners to listen for the general idea of
the information presented and also he adds that by using authentic materials teachers
will have the opportunity to motivate students to read for pleasure especially certain
topics of their interest. Whereas, Richard (2001) suggests that using authentic

material in classroom can create positive motivation to the learners.

Next, the concept that will contribute to this study is the role of memory in
vocabulary learning and acquisition. Songs verse dictionary use, Pavicic (2008)
explains that the role of memory is crucial in vocabulary learning. Al — Nassir (2012)
explains that memory has a great influence on language learning. Nemati (2009) also
found that memory strategies can be used for vocabulary learning which will affect

vocabulary retention.

As a summary, vocabulary acquisition can be achieved by elements
comprising input and memory. All these elements play an important role in
vocabulary acquisition. The end result of this research will give insights into how far

these attributes contribute to vocabulary acquisition.



1.4

1.5

1.6

11

Objective of study

This research is conducted with the following objectives:

To compare the use of dictionary and songs in students’ vocabulary
acquisition.

To examine the influence of songs and dictionary in students’ memory
retention of vocabulary acquisition.

To obtain students’ perceptions of the value of using songs and dictionary in

acquiring vocabulary.

Research Questions

The following research questions have been formulated:

RQ 1: What is the influence of dictionary and songs on students’ vocabulary
acquisition?

RQ 2: What is the influence of dictionary and songs on students’ memory
retention ability?

RQ 3: What are students’ perceptions of using songs and dictionary in

acquiring vocabulary?

Operational definition

a) Songs
Based on Oxford dictionary (2005), songs can be defined as a short

poem or other set of words set to music or meant to be sung. While,
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Setia et al., (2012) define songs as a form of language that employs
tones and rhythm. On the other hand, Azhar (2011) defines songs as
to musical chants and group of words are arranged together and
presented to convey a message in an easy way and used as a method
of teaching. For the purpose of this study Setia’s definition was
adopted. It is because the purpose of this study is to use songs as
medium to convey and teaching aid to teaching students vocabulary.

b) Vocabulary
The Oxford dictionary (2005) defines vocabulary as a body of words
used in a particular language, while Lin (2007) states that that
vocabulary can be defined, roughly, as the words we teach in a
foreign language. However, a new item of vocabulary may be more
than a single word: for example, post office and mother- in law, which
are made up of two or three words but express a single idea. There are
also multi -word idioms such as call it a day, where the meaning of
the phrase cannot be deduced from an analysis of the component

words.

Nunan (1991) defines vocabulary as the total number of words in a
language known by an individual and is used as a vehicle of the
language to communicate and express one’s idea. For the purpose of
this study, Nunan’s definition was adopted because students will be
using the words that have been taught in their writing and

communication.

c) Authentic
The Oxford dictionary (2005) defines authentic as resources that are
original and genuine, whereas, Kilickaya (2004) defines authentic
materials as an exposure to real language and its use in its own
community. Rogers (1988) defines authentic as “appropriate” and
“quality” in terms of goals and objectives. He feels that students need
interesting, natural and meaningful communication. Meanwhile,

Harmer (1991) describes authentic text as materials intended for
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native speakers. But, Jordan (1997) defines authentic materials as
texts that are designed not for language teaching purposes. For the
purpose of his study, Jordan’s definition will be referred because
songs are considered as authentic material and they are not created to
for the purpose of teaching.

d) Acquisition
Cherry (2013) defines acquisition as a phase of the conditioning
processes and happens when a response has been established. On the
other hand, Salcedo (2002) describes acquisition as subconscious
process for developing ability in language via the language “mental
organ”. He also added that acquisition requires comprehensible input.
Ellis (1994) defines acquisition as a spontaneous and incidental
process of rule internalization that results from natural language use,
where students’ attention is focused on meaning rather than form. In
this study, Salcedo’s definition was adopted, because students’

undergo a subconscious process for developing vocabulary ability.

e) Memory
According to Tulving and Craik (2000) memory means the ability to
recollect past events and to bring learned facts and ideas back to mind.
The Oxford dictionary (2005) defines memory as the power to retain
and recall information and past experiences. Meanwhile, Linhart
(1982) explains that memory is an organism’s ability to store, retain

and subsequently retrieve information for certain time.

So, these definitions are used throughout the study because, the main
objective of this study is to retrieve students’ memory by employing

songs and dictionary as a medium to teach vocabulary.

f) Input
Renandya (2012) defines input as oral or written language that a
learner receives. Ellis (2010) describes input as samples of oral and

written language a student is exposed to while learning of using a
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particular second language. Since both definitions are similar, both

definitions will be exploited in the study.

g) Dictionary use
Rahimi and Sahragard (2008) define dictionary use as a technique for
leaning meaning of unfamiliar words and expression. Whereas,
Prichard (2008) explains that dictionary use means an act of looking
up words that unable to guess from the context.
So, both definitions were adopted in this study because the instructor

will be using dictionary as vocabulary instruction.

1.7  Scope of study

This study is focusing on using English songs to develop students’
vocabulary acquisition. Basically, only English songs were chosen to be used in the
study since the target language of the lesson would be in English. There are many
types of songs available like classical, pop, rock, metal, country, hip-hop, dance,
love, jazz and many more whereby they are classified as slow, jazz, medium and fast
songs. For the purpose of this study songs like rock, hip —hop and metal were not
used because these types of songs are difficult to understand and not suitable to be
used as a teaching aid. Songs were chosen based on the good value displays in the
lyrics. The motive behind this action was because teacher want the students not only
need to learn the target language but also good moral values A total of 4 songs were

be used in the study.

Besides that, the dictionary was used in the study as a means of vocabulary
instruction to develop vocabulary acquisition. The usage of dictionary is considered
as a traditional method of teaching vocabulary. However, it is believed that using

dictionary will somehow influence students’ memory and vocabulary acquisition as
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well. For the purpose of this study, a monolingual lingual dictionary either in

paperback or electronic form dictionary was used.

Vocabulary used in the study was classified into parts of speech. But, not all
parts of speech were focused in the study. Parts of speech like noun, verbs, adverbs
and adjective were emphasized. Other parts of speech like pronoun, preposition,
articles and conjunction were not used in the study because these are auxiliary
component as they cannot be taught solely. Noun, verbs, adverbs and adjective are
known as content words or lexical words that carry the content or meaning of a
sentence. In contrast pronoun, preposition, articles and conjunction are classified as

the function words.

1.8  Significance of study

By reading this study, teachers can make informed decisions as to which
techniques could be used in teaching. Moreover, this study also can provide some
insights on teaching techniques and get some vision on students perception about the
teaching method used. English teachers can get ideas on which methods will benefit
students. Thus, language teacher can think of ways to implement these teaching
techniques to tertiary level students and make appropriate decisions and judgements

on using the technigues in the teaching and learning process.

Moreover, this study also lead teachers in enhancing their present teaching
methods by incorporating interesting materials and creative teaching into their
classroom by adding variety and interesting activities to keep the students focused
throughout the lesson. This study also gives teachers some insights on how to
maintain an interesting learning environment to keep the students interested to the

lesson.
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1.9 Conclusion

In a nutshell, this chapter explores the issue related in vocabulary teaching
supported with the related empirical studies on the same issues. Despite the
numerous strategies used to teach, students were still unable to acquire vocabulary.
So, this study aims to investigating the effectiveness of implementing songs and

dictionary use in the classroom to improve students’ vocabulary competence.
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