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Synopsis: 

 

The main intention of this book is to instil a sense of responsibility to the developers and policymakers as 

well as create an important awareness to the public about the conditions of our housing estates. We are 

living in a time bomb or a volcano that has shown ripples of signs of eruption. From issues of children 

dying of accidents and falling from buildings to health hazards for adults as well as the effects air 

conditioning might have on community interaction and cultural violations which increase inter–racial 

tensions, we must re–look at our attitude towards our billion ringgit investment. Malaysia is a country that 

no longer has a third world infrastructure but can be considered as a modern and up–to–date first world 

infrastructure. But our housing is still left in the throes of this third world mindset of ‘basic shelter’. We 

have evolved so far as a nation ironically, our housing attitude has not gone a far. The book presents a 

series of criticism and thoughts on our housing and community architecture based on a series of articles 

and seminar papers presented. It is hoped that this book might create a rethinking of the way we live in a 

radically new way. 



Housing crisis: back to a humanistic agenda 

 

Table Of Content 

 

Foreword 

 

CHAPTER 1 

THE CHANGING MODERN MALAYSIAN COMMUNITY 

 

CHAPTER 2 

HOUSING CRISIS IN MALAYSIA: THE ‘WORKER HOUSING MINDSET’ 

 

CHAPTER 3 

HOUSING AND CHILDREN’S SAFETY: OF DEATH TOWERS AND DEAD ZONES 

 

CHAPTER 4 

CRIME AND HOUSING: JUST WAIT FOR YOUR TURN... 

 

CHAPTER 5 

HOUSING AND THE PROBLEM OF PRIVACY VIOLATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 6 

HOUSING, HEALTH AND SOCIAL INTERACTION: FOLLOW THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD... 

 

CHAPTER 7 

HOUSING AND THERMAL COMFORT: OF HUMAN OVENS AND COMPLACENT ATTITUDES 



CHAPTER 8 

THE JKR POLICE BARRACKS: LESSON FOR REGIONALISM 

 

CHAPTER 9 

SCHOOLS AND CHILDREN’S SAFETY 

 

CHAPTER 10 

A NEW CULTURAL CATALYST: THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 

CHAPTER 11 

ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION AND THE PROBLEM OF UNDERSTANDING THE 

‘COMMUNITY’ 

 

CHAPTER 12 

THE MOSQUE AS A SOCIAL CENTER 

 

CHAPTER 13 

MASTERMINDING THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE IN MALAYSIA 

 

CHAPTER 14 

DEMOCRACY AND ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION: THE ‘WRIGHT’ PERSPECTIVE 

 

CHAPTER 15 

FAILURE OF THE MODERN CITY AND HOUSING 

 

REFERENCES 

INDEX 


	MohamadTajuddinMohamad2007_HousingCrisisBacktoaHumanisticAgendaSYN
	MohamadTajuddinMohamad2007_HousingCrisisBacktoaHumanisticAgendaTOC

